
G E T T I N G TO T H E 
R O OT O F T R E E S I N 
H I S TO R I C D I S T R I C TS

Every day we encounter trees but do we 
ever appreciate all they do for us? We 
know they provide shade and cleaner 
oxygen. But did you also know the 
shade of trees can reduce the costs of air 
conditioning in buildings? How about the 
way tree roots filter toxins from water? Or 
that the presence of trees reduces stress, 
depression, and strengthens the immune 
system? Trees play an important role in 
many areas of our daily lives.

I M P O R TA N C E  O F  T R E E S

A Guide to Replacing Trees in 
Washington’s Historic District

H I S TO R I C  WA S H I N G TO N
The city of Washington is a beautiful 
place. Downtown buildings lively with 
visitors and a waterfront with amazing 
views of the Pamlico River. But have 
you ever considered how much trees 
contribute to this scenic city? Think of the 
streets without their crepe myrtles. The 
waterfront without its magnificent live 
oaks. These trees offer another layer of 
history and beauty to Washington.

The Historic Preservation Commission 
Guidelines offer protection for the historic 
trees of Washington. But when it comes 
time to plant new trees or replace existing 
trees within the historic district, it is 
important to understand that any new 
trees should contribute to the historic 
fabric of Washington.
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Nuttall Oak
Deep green leaves that turn 
bright red in Fall. Weather 
tolerant.  Good for streets or 
yards. Grows up to 80 x 50 ft.

Sugar Maple
Great ornamental tree. 
Beautiful Fall foliage. 
Wonderful for streets or 
yards. Grows up to 75 x 50 ft.

Eastern Redbud
Glorious Spring pink blooms. 
Great for streets or yards 
where powerlines are an 
issue. Grows up to 30 x 35 ft.

Crepe Myrtle
Southern classic. Comes in 
multiple colors. Good for 
areas beneath powerlines. 
Grows up to 21 x 21 ft.

Dura Heat Birch
Unique bark, bold yellow 
hues in Fall. Great choice for 
yards. Grows up to 40 x 35 ft.

Possumhaw Holly
A holly without the spikes! 
Lovely red berries in Fall/
Winter. Works well in small 
yards. Grows up to 15 x 12 ft.

H O W  S H O U L D  I  P L A N T ?R E CO M M E N D E D  T R E E S
for Washington

According to the Historic Preservation 
Commission Guidelines, Chapter 4: 
Streetscape and Site Design:

4.1.4  In adding new landscaping, native 
and commonly occurring vegetation is 
recommended. New plant materials shall be 
appropriate in species and scale to existing 
plant materials in the immediate vicinity.

4.1.9  If a diseased, storm damaged or 
safety hazard tree is removed, it should 
be replaced by a suitable species, as 
designated in an approved landscaping 
plan. The tree replacement must occur 
within one (1) year of removal, between the 
months of September 1st and March 1st.

You can read the guidelines and find the 
Certificate of Appropriateness application 
at www.washingtonnc.gov/historic-
preservation-design-guidelines
OR contact the City Planning & 
Development Office at (252) 975-9383.

W H AT  D O  T H E 
G U I D E L I N E S  S AY ?

The City of Washington encourages you to learn 

more about these and other recommended trees 

by contacting the City Planning & Development 

Office at (252) 975-9383

The planting season for trees in Zone 8 
is generally from September to February. 
However, each species of tree has different 
planting needs so find a reliable source to 
help you decide when to plant and how to 
care for your new tree. You can find a list of 
arborists at www.treesaregood.org*.

*The information in this brochure is being 
provided as a convenience and for informational 
purposes only; they do not constitute an 
endorsement or an approval by the City of 
Washington.

W H E N  TO  P L A N T


